INTRODUCTION AND MATERIAL
Species of the genus Parapagurus Smith, 1879, are mostly found in deep water around the world. According to Lemaitre (1999) , 17 species of this genus are recognized today and six have been recorded from the eastern Pacific. One of these, Parapagurus foraminosus Lemaitre, 1999, was described based on material that was previously thought to belong to P. pilosimanus abyssorum (Filhol, 1885) , a species now known to be restricted to the Atlantic and western and southeastern Pacific (as P. abyssorum).
Parapagurus foraminosus is currently known from deep water (915 to 2807 m) and widely spread throughout the eastern Pacific (from off Baja California and within the Gulf of California, Mexico, to Ecuador; Cocos and Galapagos Islands; cf. Lemaitre, 1999) . There is however, a huge gap of ca. 15 degrees of latitude where this species has not been recorded. Also, very little is known about its ecology and biology.
During deep-water sampling operations off the coast of western Mexico, including the Gulf of California, a large series of specimens of P. foraminosus was obtained with a benthic sledge. Samples were collected by the R/V "El Puma", Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, and are kept in the holdings of the Regional Collection of Marine Invertebrates (EMU) in Mazatlán, Sinaloa, Mexico. This material allows us to fill the distribution gap for this species off western Mexico and provides some new data related to its biology and ecology.
Abbreviation used: SL, shield length.
TAXONOMIC ACCOUNT PARAPAGURIDAE Smith, 1882
Parapagurus foraminosus Lemaitre, 1999 Parapagurus foraminosus Lemaitre, 1999: 361, figs. 39-42, 47, 50; Hendrickx, 2001: 103 (listed) . Distribution off Mexico. -According to the records presented by Lemaitre (1999), P. foraminosus has been collected off Mexico, Costa Rica (Cocos Island), Panama, Ecuador (mostly off the Galapagos Islands), and Colombia. Records from Mexico include the area off the west coast of Baja California (to 29
• 29 N) and the southern Gulf of California (roughly between Cerralvo Bank and off Mazatlán) ( fig. 1 ). There is no documented record for the area extending south of Mazatlán to Panama and the Cocos Islands, and Costa Rica. The material examined during this survey was collected in the known distribution range of the species off the coast of Sinaloa, S.W. Gulf of California, and at two localities of the western coast of Mexico ( fig. 1) where it had not been reported previously, thus somewhat reducing the huge gap in the species known distribution between Mazatlán and Panama.
Habitat. -The depth range at which this species is known to occur (915 to 2807 m) was not increased during this study. It is clearly associated with the relatively well oxygenated bottom fringe that occurs below 1500 m depth off western Mexico. Epibenthic oxygen concentration values recorded during this survey (1.88, 1.04, 1.62, and 1.38 ml/l, following the sequence of material examined) and by Hendrickx (2001; 2.44 ml/l for a record at 2150-2160 m depth) are indeed much higher than those found in shallower water off western Mexico (i.e., <0.1 to 0.5 ml/l between 800 and 1000 m depth, and values close to 0 ml/l between 800 and 150 m depth). Values below 0.5 or even below 1.0 ml/l might represent a physiological barrier for P. foraminosus, that was not captured at sampling stations characterized by such low dissolved oxygen values during our survey. The specimens were found in empty shells of Bathybembix sp., often completely covered by an actinian. Although specimens of B. bairdii (Dall, 1889) 
